[The significance of radioimmunoassay for the diagnosis of growth disorders in childhood (author's transl)].
The fact, that peripheral concentrations of most hormones, including growth hormone, are in the nano- and picomole range, requires the use of very sensitive analytical methods for their determination. Radioimmunoassays are most widely used for this purpose as they fulfill the criteria of high sensitivity and reliability. This paper briefly summarizes the principle of radioimmunoassays and the application of such tests for the diagnosis of growth disturbances in children.